


Two winning seasons for Cats 


The Lady Cats are #1 in 
the WPCC. The tourna- 


ment will be played this 
week if weather allows. 
The men are 21-8 at 
press time, with double 
headers scheduled this 
weekend at home. The 
Region XX tourney is 
after finals. Photos by 
Hussein Yusuf 


Graduates walk May 7 



WVU Provost Michele Wheatly. Photo from WVU 


By Tillie Lee 
Feature Editor 

The Potomac State Col- 
lege of WVU Commence- 
ment will take place on 
Saturday, May 7, at 11 
a.m. at the Church-McKee 
Arts Center. 

Addressing the class of 
2011 will be Dr. Michele G. 
Wheatly, provost of West 
Virginia University. Wheat- 
ly was appointed in Janu- 
ary 2010 as the chief aca- 
demic officer at WVU. 

Graduates will line up 
outside the Arts Center by 
10:30 Saturday morning. 

There is no limit to the 
number of guests who 
graduates may invite to 
commencement. 

Graduates and their 
guests are invited to attend 
a reception immediately 
following commencement 


at the Arts Center. 

Graduation practice will 
be held Friday, at 7 p.m. at 
Church-McKee. 

A photographer will be 
available at graduation 
practice to take orders for 
individual photos of the di- 
ploma-granting portion of 
the ceremony. 

Prior to graduation prac- 
tice there will a reception 
at Davis Conference Center 
from 5:30 to 7. Each grad- 
uate is invited to bring two 
guests to the reception Fri- 
day. All graduates will be 
eligible for door prize draw- 
ings during the reception. 

Graduates have varied 
opinions about the upcom- 
ing events though most, 
like Brett Gordon, are 
“pretty excited. Pm finally 
gonna graduate.” Gordon, 
a general studies major, is 


from Hedgesville, W. Va., 
and says to celebrate he 
“might go bowling.” 

Sarah Eversole, an edu- 
cation major, says she 
can't wait to be “a year 
closer to never having to go 
to school again.” Eversole 
is from Keyser, and will be 
continuing her education 
at Frostburg State Univer- 
sity. 

Willy Headly, a sopho- 
more education major, 
says he will miss the “hom- 
eyness of PSC.” Headly 
is from Wiley Ford, W. 
Va., and will be attending 
Frostburg State Univer- 
sity. Headly says he and 
his parents are looking for- 
ward to the ceremony. 

Jennifer Pyles says that 
she is “happy to be gradu- 
ating and I hope to get my 
bachelor's degree at the 


University of Las Vegas.” 
Pyles, a sophomore social 
work major, will be moving 
to Las Vegas this summer 
from Ridgeley, W.Va. 

Once again this year, the 
College is providing caps 
and gowns at no charge, 


through the college book- 
store. 

Applications to graduate 
are up substantially this 
year, said Dean for Cur- 
riculum and Instruction 
Douglas Wilmes, as are the 
number of participants. 



Circle K Blood Drive today 

Every two seconds, someone in the United States 
needs a blood transfusion. One in every 1 0 hospital 
patients needs blood. Volunteer blood donors are 
urgently needed because the nation’s blood supply 
is low this season. How can you help? Come give 
blood at the Circle K-sponsored Red Cross Blood 
Drive today between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. in the 
University Place Heritage Room. Sign up for an 
appointment on the sheets posted on bulletin boards 
in University Place and elsewhere around campus. 
Give blood, give life! 


Zombies rule 



Campus was recently entertained by zombies kill- 
ing humans on their way to classes. The group got 
together for a photo, by zombie Hussein Yusuf. 



Relay for Life 

See more pictures of the 
fun event on the Back 
Page. Read the story on 
Page 7. Photo by Bar- 
bara Decker. 




PAGE 2 April 27, 2011 PASQOIIVO 


Student Support Services 
ends after 40 years 


By Desi Clinton 
Campus News Editor 

Student Support Servic- 
es, a tutoring and academ- 
ic counseling center for 
more than 140 PSC disad- 
vantaged and first-genera- 
tion students each year, is 
closing its doors after this 
semester. 

The federal TRIO grant 
that has funded SSS at 
Potomac State since 1971 
was denied this year, ac- 
cording to Director Tim 
Nichols. 

SSS helped students by 
loaning textbooks, provid- 
ing computers with print- 
ers, and most importantly, 
offering free tutoring ser- 
vices in English, math, sci- 
ence, and other subjects. 

PSC can reapply for this 
grant in five years. 

Nichols has fond mem- 
ories working with SSS 
over the years. “My favor- 
ite memories were getting 
phone calls from students 
who have graduated col- 
lege and have gone on to 
have a successful career, 
and them telling me that I 
had helped them.” 

Student Support took 
many trips over the years. 
Nichols said one favorite 
was riding the incline in 
Pittsburgh and seeing how 
a student was scared to 
ride up the huge hill, but 
with the help of the other 
SSS members the student 
overcame his fear and rode 
the incline. Another favor- 
ite trip was going to Phila- 
delphia to see King Tut's 
tomb. 

Lynn Laird, English tu- 
tor, has been with SSS for 
12 years. This was her first 
job after moving here from 
North Carolina. “My favor- 
ite memories are having 
students coming back to 
visit, and learning that you 
can't underestimate what a 
student can do.” 

Her favorite trip was 
going to the St. John's 
Church where Patrick 
Henry gave his famous 
speech. She's going to miss 
the staff members working 
together, and the family of 
staff and students. 

SSS Secretary Susan 
Slaubaugh said that a fa- 
vorite memory is “seeing 
students come to her office 
not thinking they could 


make it and are successful 
today.” 

Michelle House, trans- 
fer career counselor, was a 
former participant of SSS. 
She has been working for 
SSS for 10 years. Before 
coming here, she worked 
in the student disabilities 
field. 

Her favorite SSS trips 
were going to see King Tut's 
tomb in Philadelphia, eat- 
ing Philly steak and cheese 
subs, and riding on the 
duck tours. Her funniest 
trip was going to see the Ti- 
betan Monks at Frostburg 
University, because they 
were making funny noises. 

“My favorite memories 
were getting to meet new 
people and staying in touch 
with students and seeing 
where they are now in life. 

“I'm going to miss work- 
ing with the SSS staff and 
the students, going on the 
trips, and the overall close 
knit group that we've be- 
come.” 

House said, “I think the 
college is going to feel a 
loss without the Student 
Support Services, and hope 
PSC creates a program that 
will benefit students like 
those that were in Student 
Support Services.” 

Midla Mullins, PSC jour- 
nalism graduate and for- 
mer Student Support 
participant is sad to see 
SSS go. “Student Support 
Services has truly been a 
blessing in regard to aca- 
demics, and it has played 
a huge role in helping me 
grow as a person. 

“I was provided with an 
amazing enviroment, and I 
enjoyed relationships that 
I'll cherish forever.” 

Mullins' favorite memo- 
ries were each and every 
single expierence, because 
it had its own special 
charm and has a very spe- 
cial place in her heart and 
mind. 

“I enjoyed everything! 
From the trips, to the 
dinners, and just sitting 
around talking,” she said. 

“There are almost no 
words to describe just how 
beneficial and wonderful 
Student Support Services 
has been for me.” 

“I will greatly miss SSS! 
I plan to visit from time to 
time.” 




Islam is topic of campus program 


By Kenny Kimble 
Campus News Editor 

Former Wall Street Jour- 
nal reporter Asra Nomani 
spoke at Potomac State 
College, Tuesday, April 12. 
She shared her experiences 
about Islam, the mosque in 
Morgantown, and her time 
as a reporter at the Wall 
Street Journal 

About 50 students, fac- 
ulty and staff were at the 
Davis Conference Center 
to hear Nomani speak. She 
not only told her story, but 
asked students about their 
beliefs concerning Islam. 

Nomani spoke of her time 
at the Wall Street Jour- 
nal, where she met Dan- 
iel Pearl, and they became 
friends. When she told 
Pearl that she didn't go to 
her high school prom be- 
cause she was taught that 
“good Muslim girls don't 
date” he threw her a party. 
“We called it Midsummer 
Night's Prom. It was awe- 
some!” she said. 

Unfortunately their 

friendship was cut short as 
Pearl was kidnapped and 
killed in Pakistan at the 
hands of Islamic extrem- 
ists. 

In 2007 at Georgetown 
University, she started the 
Pearl Project with journal- 
ism students to investigate 
who killed Daniel Pearl and 
why? 

After Pearl was killed 
in Pakistan, Nomani re- 
turned to Morgantown to 
learn that radicals may be 
running the local mosque. 
Women were forced to en- 
ter through the back door 
and pray upstairs in a bal- 
cony, separated from the 
men. She decided to take a 
stand, which led to her tri- 
al at the mosque and pos- 
sible banishment. 

Barred from praying with 
her father at the mosque 
in Morgantown, not until 
she traveled to Mecca was 
she finally able to do so. 
All Muslims are required to 
visit Islam's sacred city at 
least once in their lifetime, 
she told the PSC audience. 

Born in India, she came 
to the United States as a 
child, and was raised in 
Morgantown. She went on 
to graduate from WVU. 
While there she worked at 
the school paper, The Daily 
Athenaeum. 


Nomani continues to 
fight for women’s rights 
in Islam. The Mosque in 
Morgantown documentary, 
shown on campus earlier 
this month, highlights her 
struggles and fighting spir- 
it for equal rights. 

Activities coordinator 
Jeremy Kaler, arranged the 
program on campus. 



Image from the Pearl Project 


Is dating dead? 


By Chelsey McDowelle 
Campus News Editor 
Illustration by 
Milda Mullins 
Contributing Editor 

It's spring: birds are 
chirping, flowers are 
blooming on the quad, and 
to some PSC students, this 
means love is in the air. 
However, an article in USA 
Today titled, "Is Dating 
Dead?” poses the question: 
just what kind of love are 
college students looking for 
these days? 

According to the article, 
recent studies indicate 
that traditional dating has 
taken a “backseat” to no- 
strings relationships. 

Hooking up is 
becoming a more common 
arrangement. This is for 
the individuals who enjoy 
having someone, but not 
wanting to be labeled 
with the title boyfriend or 
girlfriend. 

So why is this kind 
of relationship becoming 
increasing popular? The 
article says that the higher 
proportion of women on 
college campuses has 
contributed to the ascent 
of the hook-up culture. 
Overall, women made up 
more than 56 percent of 
the college population in 
2009. More women are also 
found to serve both sexes. 

Mark Regnerus, an 
associate professor of 
sociology at the University 
of Texas-Austin says in the 
USA Today article, “The 
women wind up competing 
with each other for access 
to the men, and often 
that means relationships 
become sexual quicker.” 

On our campus, 
students had various 
reactions. When asked if 
she felt if dating was dead, 



Alisa Thomas said, “All 
guys are scum except for 
mine.” Alisa went on to stay 
that “I am in a relationship 
and a lot of my friends are 
but to me it feels 50/50.” 

Freshman Kara Kimble 
said that dating is dead in 
some cases, depending on 
the guy or girl. Some want 
the title and some need it. 

Daniel Michael, a 
second-year student, does 
not feel that dating is dead 
because, “there are still 
good people out there, 
people who see the point 
in dating.” Michael feels 
that the point of a dating 
relationship is the deeper 
meaning. 

Ross Heavner, a third- 
year student, feels that 
dating is not completely 
dead because some people 
still care, but not many our 
age. 

Courtney Campbell, 
freshman, said, “ Love is 
alive; relationships are 
dead.” 
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DelSignore recognized as outstanding staff person of the year 


By Aaron Cook 
Staff Writer 

Mrs. Vickie DelSignore 
has been named PSC’s 
Outstanding Staff Person 
for 2011. She was given 
this award at a staff recep- 
tion, April 14, in the Davis 
Conference Center. 

“It really makes me feel 
good that the school rec- 
ognizes that I have been 
doing a good job,” said Del- 
Signore. 

Her current job is work- 
ing with the payroll bud- 
get, along with other 
school finances, and she 
occasionally covers work 
leave for other staff mem- 
bers. She said that a recent 
accomplishment on the job 
has been implementing the 
new payroll system. 

DelSignore is in her 26 th 
year at PSC. She enjoys her 
job because of the peace- 
ful work environment. She 
also noted the family at- 


mosphere that she shares 
with staff. 

DelSignore is married 
with two kids. Her husband 
currently works for the col- 
lege farm, while her oldest 
child, Logan is enrolled in 
the college. Her daughter is 
in the 10 th grade and isn’t 
too far down the road, at- 
tending Keyser High. 

Living in New Creek for a 
number of years now, Del- 
Signore enjoys the small- 
town feel and she says that 
it is a good place to raise 
her kids. 

“She always treats every- 
one fairly, is an efficient 
worker and very profes- 
sional,” says Debra Wilson, 
administrative assistant in 
the Academic Dean’s Of- 
fice. She said how courte- 
ous DelSignore is to staff, 
students and administra- 
tors, going above and be- 
yond to assist with any is- 
sue. 

This is her first time win- 



ning the Outstanding Staff 
Award. 

Karen Peer, an admin- 
istrative assistant in the 
Campus Provost Office, 
says that over the 26 years 
she has known DelSignore, 
“Vickie has been a good 


Students, faculty, staff honored 


By Drew Brubaker 
Campus News Editor 

Potomac State College’s 
Weekend of Honors kicked 
off on Thursday April 14. 
That morning, Vickie Del- 
Signore, accounting as- 
sistant in the Payroll Of- 
fice, was announced as the 
Outstanding Staff Person 
of the Year. 

At an exclusive faculty 
dinner later that evening, 
Chemistry Professor Henry 
Falkowski, member of the 
faculty since 1975, was se- 
lected as the Outstanding 
Professor of the Year. 

Student recognition be- 
gan on Saturday night at 
the Athletic Hall of Fame 
Dinner. 

Outstanding student 
athletes were: Danielle 
McGinnis, soccer; Chelsea 
Holcomb, basketball and 
softball; Andy Smithmyer, 
baseball; and Darrell Pat- 
terson, basketball. 

Sunday was the most ac- 
tive day of recognition. The 
first activity of the day was 
the Whitmore-Gates Aca- 
demic Achievement Wall 
Ceremony. The names of 
three sophomore students: 
Bradley Baker, Miranda 
Thorne, and Rachel White- 


hair, were inscribed on the 
wall. 

Next came the annual 
Recognition Day Ceremo- 
ny, in the Auditorium of 
the Church-McKee Arts 
Center. At this event, Ra- 
chel Whitehair was named 
as the recipient of the Wil- 
liam E. Noland Outstand- 
ing Student Award. 

Also presented were vari- 
ous awards in science, 
criminal justice, physi- 


cal education, agriculture, 
business, and education. 

Professor Emeritus Di- 
nah W. Courrier presented 
the Keyser Rotary Club 
“Service Above Self’ Award 
to Joshua Strachan. 

After three years of con- 
tinuity, the Student Gov- 
ernment Association gavel 
was passed from long-time 
president Drew Brubaker 
to President-Elect Joshua 
Strachan. 


Photo by Brianna Burkett 

friend & co-worker since 
she came to work here.” 
Peer emphasized DelSigno- 
re ’s work ethic and stated 
that she is well deserving 
of this award. 

DelSignore worked close- 
ly with Peer while they both 
were working in academic 
affairs. 

Susan Slaubaugh, in 
Student Support Servic- 
es, arrived at the school 
the year after DelSignore 
and was the first friend 
that she remembers meet- 
ing. Slaubaugh describes 
DelSignore as easygoing, 
cheerful, and very patient 
with everyone. 


Zombies v. 
humans 

The zombies returned with 
vengeance against the hu- 
mans after losing last year 
in the first week and tying 
with the humans in the 
second week. The zombies 
had a landslide victory 
after infecting over 55 hu- 
mans by touch. Humans 
were armed with nerf guns 
and balled up socks. Zom- 
bies had touch and sur- 
prise. This year , humans 
had daily missions , such 
as finding hidden supplies. 
Ross Heavner, a strong 
survivor until close to the 
end, said, he liked this 
year better. <( This year 
was more organized. ” We 
were able to learn from last 
year’s mistakes to make 
this year more fun. 

By Chelsey McDowelle 



New members and current officers of Sigma Phi Omega 

include, first row left to right: Anna Halterman, Dr. Vicki Huff- 
man, Mrs. Andrea Bucklew, and Lauren Trenter. Second row: 
Katie Carder, Caitlin Dorsey, Kelly Lambert, Katherine Wolf, 
Katlyn Taylor, and Teresa Rodeheaver. Third row: Amanda 
Mielnik, Chelsea Holcomb, Alisha Shiffer, Shannon Harvey, 
Laura Horning, and Kathi Crites. Fourth row: Shawna Rhodes, 
Joshua Strachan, Raleh Forman, Eric Loy, and Ross Heavner. 
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Three-term SGA President gives up the gavel 


By Brian Horton 
Feature Editor 

Three-term SGA Presi- 
dent Drew Brubaker hand- 
ed over his gavel to Josh 
Strachan at PSC's Rec- 
ognition Day ceremonies, 
April 17. A fixture in stu- 
dent government for much 
of his college career, Bru- 
baker's called this ending 
“bittersweet." 

“I’ve enjoyed the experi- 
ence I've had but I realize 
that it's time for some “new 
blood" to step up," said 
Brubaker. 

During his tenure, Bru- 
baker has seen many 
changes around campus, 
including Library renova- 
tions, the Administration 
Building and Academy Hall 


connector, and the coming 
and going of faculty and 
students. University Place 
was also new, and Brubak- 
er said, “It still smelled of 
paint and drywall." 

Brubaker and his fel- 
low SGA officers have co- 
ordinated many programs 
such as the annual Home- 
coming Dance and the fall 
and spring blood drives. 
Brubaker also helped with 
other organizations off 
campus like Highland Arts. 

He also coordinated a 
meeting with former Min- 
eral County Commissioner 
Wayne Spiggle to show the 
commissioner that stu- 
dents were involved in the 
community. 

“Potomac State College 
has been beyond signifi- 


cant to me. I can't begin to 
put it into words from all 
the opportunities to all the 
people," Brubaker said. 

Brubaker said that he 
would like to see the next 
SGA be very involved and 
accessible to the students. 
He hopes they establish 
good relationships with ev- 
eryone around campus. 

“I believe Josh Strachan 
is going to be an effective 
leader within the student 
body," said Brubaker. 

Brubaker has won 
awards during his time in 
office but the one that he 
considers to be the most 
important to him is the 
Keyser Rotary- Service 
Above Self Award, Spring 
2009. During his time, 
only SGA members have 



received this award. 

Brubaker graduated 
from Tucker County High 
School in 2007 where he 
held the titles of Student 
Council President and Se- 
nior Class Treasurer. 


Brubaker's advice for 
current and future stu- 
dents: “You have got to 
work hard; school is not 
supposed to be easy. If 
you want something bad 
enough, you have to strive 
for success." 

Brubaker is currently 
seeking employment, and 
says that he is not too 
picky. He just wants to stay 
in the Keyser area, where 
he has made a lot of friends 
and attends church. 

“I have been blessed with 
very good experiences here 
and could not picture my- 
self being anywhere else." 

Brubaker will graduate 
this spring with his Bach- 
elor's of Applied Science 
degree in Business Man- 
agement. 


Dr. Falkowski named Outstanding Professorfor 2011 


While science is a big 
part of Falkowski's life, 
history also interests him. 

“Ships have interested me 
since I was just a kid. I 
thought they were so huge 
and magnificent." 

He has been working as a 
science consultant for the 
captain of the USS North 
Carolina battleship for 
about 30 years. 

His five student-nomi- 
nated Who's Who Among 
America's Teachers awards 
is unusual for an organiza- 
tion that usually awards 
no more than two for an 
individual faculty member. 

New additions to the PSC equestrian family 



By Grace Zollman 
Staff Writer 

Congratulations to Dr. 
Henry Falkowski who has 
been named Outstanding 
Professor of the Year for 
2011 . 

Throughout his 35 years 
at Potomac State College 
he has made a big impact, 
inspiring students to learn, 
and helping them achieve 
their goals for higher edu- 
cation. 

“Being a good teacher 
takes stamina," Falkowski 
said. “You have to be able 
to present the material in a 
way that makes it interest- 
ing. That's hard to do." 

Falkowski has been 
teaching science for years, 
but keeps it interesting by 
acting as if he’s never seen 
it before. 

“I see it through their 
eyes. When the students 
get excited, I get excited." 

When Falkowski attend- 
ed West Virginia Univer- 
sity, where he received his 
master's degree and his 
Ph.D., he met two profes- 
sors who changed his life. 
“WVU had the best profes- 
sors I ever had; George Hall 
and George Humphrey." 

Those professors influ- 
enced Falkowski's philoso- 
phies on teaching. 

“George Hall's words still 
ring in my ears. 'Better to 
teach them nothing, than 


to teach them the wrong 
thing.' " 

Falkowski has trans- 
formed his office into a 
mini museum during the 
20 years he's been in Room 
321. There are pictures 
of his mentors, drawings 
made by students framed 
on the walls, and other 
displays showing his inter- 
ests. 

He is grateful for the ap- 
preciation students have 
shown him. 

“A student called me cry- 
ing when he got accepted 
to a med program at WVU. 
He didn't even call his par- 
ents first, he called me." 
Falkowski described that 
feeling as “life changing." 

One of Falkowski's fa- 
vorite memories at PSC 
is working with Professor 
Jasper Morris, “He shaped 
my teaching. If I could 
teach like him I'd be great." 

Another fond memory 
is teaching his dinosaur 
class, which fills up ev- 
ery year. “Students attend 
class because they want 
to be there. They're open 
to anything. It's rejuvenat- 
ing." 

Falkowski is very pas- 
sionate about his career 
and plans to eventually re- 
tire from PSC. 

“It's been a good run 
here. I wouldn't trade it for 
anything." 


The equestrian program 
added four foals to the 
herd this year, all female 
(fillies). The herd also 
has two stallions, three 
geldings, and 1 8 mares. 
All the foals are born of 
mares from the original 
Bob Evans donation of 
27 horses in 2003. Six 



mares from the original 
Bob Evans horses are still 
in the herd. Pictured below 
is Freckles Choice and her 


foal. Freckles Choice is 
one of the original mares 
from the 2003 donation. 
Photos by Hussein Yusuf 
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&/4*7 spoils 


Weekend doubleheader action ahead 


By Charles Kangas 
Sports Editor 

The Catamounts, 22-9, 
will play double headers at 
home this weekend to end 
the season. The Cats host 
the Region XX Tournament 
after final exams. 

“Playing at home is kind 
of nice,” said Assistant 
Coach Don Schafer. 

Last year's team finished 
29-25, the first time PSC 
baseball did not finish with 
at least 30 wins. 

Schafer feels that the 
team is a little bit ahead of 
last year's team. “You cer- 
tainly can't put a price on 
experience,'' said Schafer. 

PSC hopes to make the 
NJCAA College World Se- 
ries this year, but as Scha- 
fer said, “It's hard to pre- 
dict where you'll end up.'' 

Last year a young Cata- 
mount team won the re- 
gion tournament, but lost 
in the eastern district. 

Schafer says this year 
that pitching has been a 
team strength, as six soph- 
omores returned. 

Sophomores Andy Smith- 
myer, Patrick Bankemper, 


and Ben Miller have been 
relied on this season. 

Miller has also played 
outfield and has been solid 
at the plate. 

Schafer said that Miller 
is “what we call a strike 
thrower.” Miller, the team's 
closer, has four saves in 
four opportunities. 

Smithmyer, PSC's most 
reliable starting pitcher, is 
7-2 in 42 innings pitched, 
has 61 strikeouts, and a 
4.07 ERA, while opponents 
have batted just .235 
against him. 

Schafer said that if there 
were one thing he would 
like the team to improve 
on before season's end it is 
“our hitting with runners 
in scoring position.” 

Schafer said that there 
are a lot of 1-run ball 
games in the playoffs, “so 
you just want to make sure 
you can push runs across 
the plate.” 

Overall the team has 
been solid offensively, hit- 
ting at a .328 batting aver- 
age as a team, scoring 238 
runs, and posting a .440 
on-base percentage. 


Lady Cats play for championship 


By Miranda Nicol 
Editor 

The WPCC tourna- 
ment, which was originally 
scheduled for April 22 and 
23 was cancelled due to 
rain. 

The tournament has 
been rescheduled and the 


“l love to smoke.” 

And I'm tired of hearing that I'm going to die. 


my room 


"If you really want me to think about 
quitting, tell me something new. 
Something that's going to make me feel 
better... now. Like, a couple of days after 
you quit, food tastes better. In a month, 
that annoying cough is gone. No joke. 
Maybe I should talk to someone who 
can help." 


The West Virginia Tobacco Quitline is a 
FREE Program that offers: 

• FREE Customized Quit Plan 

• FREE Patches , Gum and Lozenges 

• FREE Calls with a Trained 
Cessation Coach 

• FREE Educational Materials about 
Quitting Smoking 


West Virginia 

TOBACCO 

QUOune 


Call the Quitline at when you're ready. 

West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources • Made possible by funding from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 


Cats are scheduled to 
play today at 1:30 p.m. 
The Cats will take on the 
winner of Westmoreland 
and CCBC Beaver. Results 
were unavailable at press. 

The Lady Cats will be 
playing for the conference 
championship, seeded #1 
at 14-0. “We have a bal- 
anced team this year,” 
said Coach Jim Walton. 

An unwelcomed 10 th 
player has been added 
to the Lady Cat's lineup: 
Rain. “The only negative of 
the entire season was the 
weather,” said Walton. 

Due to the weather, a 
lot of games were can- 
celled and most were un- 
able to be made up. “We 
are attempting to make up 
some, but the main rea- 


son for being here is aca- 
demics. So we are trying 
to make up the most im- 
portant games that count 
toward the tournament,” 
said Walton. 

With all the delays, the 
Cats still have a 19-7 re- 
cord overall. Walton men- 
tioned that the team is 
very “well-balanced” and 
solid through the whole 
team. 

As of April 25, Sopho- 
more Tiffany Biggs is rec- 
ognized nationally, ranked 
seventh in the division 
with a 1.13 ERA. Jennifer 
Kuh is recognized as well 
with a 5.6 on base per- 
centage. 

The Region XX tourna- 
ment was rescheduled to 
begin Tuesday May 3. 


Sports photos by Hussein Yusuf 
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“first rough draft of history” 

My favorite thing about working on the Pasquino, and journal- 
ism itself, has been the stories I’ve learned about, read or wrote 
about. We grow up reading books and watching 
movies and the news; we hear gossip and old 
wives tales. All of these things are products of 
opinions, life experiences, and sometimes just 
creative imaginations. The world of journalism 
is a vast and constantly evolving place. Through 
the media we learn about everything from the 
latest global crisis to which celeb is making a fortune off his 
drug habits. Former Washington Post President and Publisher 
Philip L. Graham said journalism is “the first rough draft of his- 
tory.” I think he was right. Tillie Lee 



“most memorable accomplishment” 

As a fellow 2011 graduating student, I feel as if my two years 
spent here at Potomac State College were not wasted. I have 
experienced and learned so much in these past four semesters 
that I feel not only have I grown as a student, 
but I have also matured into a young adult. I 
am proud to say that I have had the chance to 
participate, express myself, and spend my first 
college experiences at PSC. Writing articles and 
providing pictures for the college newspaper 
Pasquino would have to be my most memorable 
experience and accomplishment. My advisor Fred Jacoby and 
staff members of the journalism newsroom have grown to be 
like a second family to me, and I am so fortunate and appreciate 
to have known them all. Kelsey Bacon, Photo Editor 



“in print for campus is most satisfying” 

I entered the Pasquino editorial staff with no prior journalistic 
experience. This year has shown me an entirely 
new aspect of written communication - mass 
media. I have enjoyed learning to track down 
sources, and after carefully sifting all infor- 
mation presented to me, write a story that is 
pertinent to our Pasquino audience. However, 
bending and shaping a story, and then seeing it 
in print for the entire campus to read has been 
most satisfying for me. Drew Brubaker 



“always been intrigued about journalism” 

Being from this area, Potomac State College 
was the perfect fit for me. Since it’s a small 
campus it allows the teachers to interact 
with the students pretty well. I have always 
been intrigued about journalism, so it was 
about three years ago that I decided to give 
it a whirl. Journalism class has been great, 
and learning the ins and outs of it has been 
interesting. Mr. Jacoby is an excellent teach- 
er. I have learned a lot during my two years here. 

Kenny Kimble 



“loved how involved my professor are” 

The past two years here at PSC have been a great learning and 

growing experience for me. Mr. Jacoby has 
been a great teacher who really inspired me 
to continue my education in the journalism 
field. Working on Pasquino has taught me new 
things about writing and news in general. It 
has made me more aware of my surroundings 
and interest in all types of news. I love how 
small the campus is, and how involved my professors are with 
the work I do. After graduation, I plan on attending Frostburg 
State to continue my education in Mass Communication. 

Miranda Nicol 



“blessed to love what I do” 

I know we all hear people say that these are the 
best years of our lives, but do you really believe 
that? Well, I already know that. As a nontradi- 
tional student, I can say right now that even at 
my age these have been the best years of my life 
I have put everything I have in this paper. I was 
blessed to love what I do and to be able to share 
with you. It was a great experience. Tossing idea 
around, writing articles, and then to have the final 
work delivered to you every month. I hope you have enjoyed the paper 
as much as I have enjoyed working on it. Barbara Decker 

“allowed me to find myself” 

For the past two years at Potomac State, I found that the small 

school environment has allowed me to find 
myself more than when I entered. Since being 
here, I found that choosing Journalism was not 
just settling for something to major in, but also 
now a passion. Not only have I written for the 
Pasquino, I have also been featured in WVSH 
magazine, published in various newspapers, 
and have gained a lot of friends and mentors 
through my work on and off the student paper. I’m really going 
to miss PSC and will never forget this place. Brian Horton 

“gotten a small taste of what it takes” 

My experience at PSC has been interesting at the least. I’ve en- 
joyed my time here and my time in the Jour- 
nalism program. In my short time here I’ve got- 
ten a small taste of college is, and what it takes 
to be a journalist. To be a journalist is not 
something you can just walk in to and do. You 
have to work hard and you have to want to do 
it. You have to like it because you won’t write a 
good story if you don’t like it. It won’t matter how many people 
read it as long as you worked hard. Charles Kangas 

“change can be a good thing” 

When I first got to PSC, I made up my mind that I was going to earn 
a degree in criminal justice. I never thought tak- 
ing a journalism elective would change it all. I 
think that changing my major to journalism is 
the only decision I have been 100% confident of 
in my three years at Potomac State College. They 
say actions speak lounder than words, but in 
journalism you get to take actions and turn them 
into words. Graduating this spring will be a bitter 
sweet leave for me. Chelsey McDowelle 







“my newest memory is traveling to DC with my journalism classmates” 

My two experiences here at PSC have been enjoyable. I am a Journalism major and play for the Lady Cats 
basketball team. Coming to PSC, I have gained a lot of different friendships. My favorite memories are traveling 
with the basketball team and being involved in winning many games as well as state titles. My newest memory is 
traveling to D.C. with my journalism classmates, touring Georgetown and seeing D.C. Cupcakes. Desi Clinton 
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Campus communityjoins to fight cancer 


ed the Frankfort Middle 
School’s Teal Steel Ensem- 
ble, DJ Jim House, and DJ 
Travis Liller 

Louise Sites, cancer sur- 
vivor, said she felt it was a 
great way to raise money 
and to get together with 
people you can identify 
with. Both Sites and her 
husband are cancer survi- 
vors. 

Mary Bryan, cancer 
survivor said, “It makes 
me feel really good to see 
young folk coming out to 
make a difference.” 

She went on to say that 
“the kids make awesome 
food: the hamburgers and 
milkshakes.” 

The Ag and Forestry Club 
was the most popular food 
booth. They also provided 
the Male Beauty Pageant 
winners, who took a victory 
lap during the event. 

The “Ag in Drag” girls 
also helped with the cake 
sale, which was a major hit 
of the evening that had ev- 
eryone participating. This 
included a little boy who 
kept raising his hand to 
bid, much to his mother’s 
dismay and the audience’s 
delight. 

The event’s main corpo- 
rate sponsor was Pizza Hut, 
who served the caregivers 


diner the night before. The 
dinner was to show appre- 
ciation to those who takes 
care of cancer victims. 

Although the evening 
was one of fun, it took a 
serious note during the lu- 
minary ceremony at 9 that 
night. The tone was sadder 
as the luminaries were lit 
in honor of lost loved ones 
and even those still fight- 
ing. Some people cried and 
shared hugs with loved 
ones as they sat circling 
the luminaries. 

The event lasted 12 
hours, with students, fac- 
ulty, staff, and the public 
coming together for a great 
cause. The event ended 
Friday morning at 6, with 
a closing ceremony. 

The American Cancer 
Society would like to re- 
mind everyone that there is 
no finish line, until we find 
a cure. 


Photos by Barbara Decker 


By Barbara Decker 
Campus News Editor 


Whitehair named Outstanding Student 


By Tillie Lee 
Feature Editor 

There are good students 
and then there are out- 
standing students. Rachel 
Whitehair falls into the lat- 
ter category. 

Rachel said she was 
“definitely surprised” when 
informed she was named 
Potomac State College’s 
Outstanding Student of 
the Year. 

Rachel will graduate 
next week with an associ- 


cer, PSC’s Relay for Life 
Club. 

Rachel’s name was re- 
cently inscribed on the 
Duke Anthony Whitmore/ 
Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Ac- 
ademic Achievement Wall 
outside of Academy Hall. 

She says she has made 
a lot of friends during her 
time at PSC and through 
Relay for Life. Overall she 
says, “I’ve had a great time 
at Potomac State.” 


Potomac State’s fifth an- 
nual Relay for life got off 
to a great start Thursday 
evening, with a survivor’s 
lap at 6 p.m. Eight teams 
signed up and around 100 
participated in the all- 
night event. 

Relay for Life is the 
American Cancer Society’s 
signature event to raise 
money for cancer research 
and community patient 
programs. 

These programs provide 
wigs and transportation for 
cancer victims, along with 
many other services. It 
serves the local cancer vic- 
tims so a lot of the money 
raised will stay locally. 

Deanna Armentrout, as- 
sociate professor of Eng- 
lish, coordinated the Relay 
for Life event. 

Armentrout said that 
their goal was $10,000 and 
they had $6,000 going into 
the event, so all they need- 
ed was a good turnout. 

The event was fun 
filled, with many activities 
throughout the evening 
such as scavenger hunts, 
water balloon toss, spoon 
drop, board games and 
cake auction. 

Entertainment includ- 


ate’s degree in biology, and 
plans to attend West Vir- 
ginia University and then 
medical school. 

“I had no idea that some- 
one would nominate me. It 
made me really proud and 
happy to know that some- 
one thought I was worthy 
of such an honor as to be 
called an outstanding stu- 
dent,” Rachel said. 

A graduate of Keyser 
High School, Rachel com- 
mutes to PSC. She says 
she chose PSC because 
“it’s close to home since 
I’m from Keyser. My se- 
nior year of high school my 
mom was diagnosed with 
cancer, so I wanted to stay 
close to help my family.” 

Rachel stays busy on 
campus in classes and 
labs. As a science major 
she says she is in labs at 
least two days a week. Ra- 
chel has been named to the 
Provost’s List every semes- 
ter she has attended PSC. 
She is also president of 
Catamounts Against Can- 


Professor Staggers to retire 

By Kelsey Bacon 
Photo & Feature Editor 


Mary Kaye Staggers, pro- 
fessor of nursing, is retir- 
ing this year. 

Staggers has been teach- 
ing here at Potomac State 
College since 1991. 

Staggers is known for her 
outstanding teaching and 
for her faithful attendant 
for PSC’s athletics, plays, 
and concerts. 

She was selected as 
PSC’s Outstanding Profes- 
sor of the Year in 1996. 

“I love teaching! I enjoy 
the interaction with the 
students and other profes- 
sors. 

“Potomac State College is 
a great employer,” Staggers 
said. 

Staggers future plans af- 
ter leaving PSC might con- 
sist of traveling and volun- 
teering more. 

Staggers said, “My hus- 
band is retiring too. It’s a 


Photo by Kelsey Bacon 

whole new adventure, and 
I look forward to having 
fun with him.” 

Staggers was honored at 
the college’s Social Club 
spring dinner, earlier this 
month. 

She has been teaching 
psychology classes along 
with nursing classes at the 
college. 
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Journalism sophomores 
see Newseum, Watergate 




Six sophomore journalism 
majors traveled to Wash- 
ington, D. C. with Professor 
Fred Jacoby. As members 
of this trip we can tell you 
it was anything but boring. 

The Newseum has an 
emotional display show- 
ing working journalists on 
9-11; NBC Political Editor 
Tim Russert’s office ; from 
the day he died; and Pu- 
litizer Prize photography. 

We saw Native American 
art by R. C. Gorman (left), 
rode the Metro (left two 
students behind but they 
made it), ate Vietnamese 
food (first time), and tried 
to buy DC Cupcakes (but 
line was 30-minutes long!). 

The overnight trip includ- 
ed a walk deep into the 
parking garage where re- 
porter Bob Woodward met 
Deep Throat (Watergate). 

Pictured below: Tillie Lee, 
Brian Horton, Desi Clinton, 
Barb Decker, Chelsey Mc- 
Dowelle, and Kenny Kim- 
ble. Photos: Barb Decker 





Relay for Life on the quad raises over 
$ 9,000 for American Cancer Soceity 


Catamounts Against 
Cancer and seven other 


teams joined forces on the 
quad this month to raise 
funds for the American 
Cancer Society and to raise 
awareness about cancer. 

The luminary ceremony 
recognized those battling 
cancer and those whose 
memory we honor. 

Frankfort Middle School's 
Teal Steel band opened the 
evening's music. 

The Ag Club had a popu- 
lar food tent. 

Associate Professor of 
English Deanna Armen- 
trout, faculty coordinator 
of the event, brought sons 
Josh and Nathan and hus- 
band Jason. 

Survivors walked first. 

See story on Page 7. 

Photos: Barb Decker 










